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PAUVRE BiBE. 


. U ne syllabe de cette conversation, 
Pauvre bebe, il ne perd pa. de r< 4 ducat j 0 n qu’on lui 

et devine d’instinct toute la lo & q 

donne. , une pe tite fille qui n’a pas encore deux 

Nousavons rencontre r sucre sous aucune forme, defense 

ans, elle n’a jam«s mange ^ ^ bonbon3 ni gateaux. 

formelle autour deJie entendre aucune reflexion sur 

Elle mange sa soupe au « odu j re . Elle mange indifferem- 
le plaisir quc cette S ° U P tab]e pa ternelle, le pain sec ou mouille 
ment les pota ges la mo indre objection ; quand il 

<*» le la.r, >*™lf n C dr n ;£ rhuile de ricin ou autre chose du 
est necessaiie P ^ avec un dga l stoicisme. On ne lui dit 

bon ”ou “ c’est mauvais,” de aorta qu’il ne lui vient 
jamais a 1’idee de chercher une jouissance dans les substances 

Ses parents, qui desirent, dans 1’interet de sa sante aussi bien 
one pour son developpement moral, lui donner des habitudes 
sobres et la placer a l’abri des egoi'stes recherches d’un plaisir 
d’ordre tres inferieur, ses parents, dis-je, se gaideiont bien de se 
preoccupcr devant elle des aliments qui doivent lui etre servis. 

“Peut-etre, dira-t-on, c’est aussi se priver d’un moyen 
d’education precieux. Oue peut-on faire pour recompenser a 
un age si tendre ? ” 

La reponse est facile. Pourquoi n’exprimeriez-vous pas 
devant Tenfant un gout tres vif pour les fleurs, pour les coquil- 
lages, pour les images ? Pourquoi ne lui feriez-vous pas 
remarquer toutes les beautes de son polichinelle ou de sa boite a 
musique, ou de tout autre jouet ? 

L enfant est essentiellement imitatif. Ce que vous aimerez, 
ce dont vous ferez pour vous-meme un objet de plaisir ou 
d interet, deviendra l’objet de ses preferences, et vous pourrez, 
;i ' cc un P cu ^ application, faire ainsi l’education de ses gouts, de 
f es ^ a ^‘ tu< ^ es et son coeur, en l’exerqant a de petits actes de 
envei ancc et de charite vis-a-vis des pauvres et des malades. 

la k ^ uan ^ 1 a q e scia venu de lui faire aprendre ce qui constitue 
tache Hi ^ ucat ' on a tous les points de vue, vous trouverez la 
defauts ”'". UeC lc , m01t1 ^ vous n'aurez pas a lutter contre les 
quand c'lT'ie'pte dtfauts deciles . a d-fraciner 

cultives. L a Feinm Ct & mere ^ ^ es °nt ensemences et 


Anna Puejac. 
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When we visit the Egyptian collections in 
museums and find our minds directed towards ^. pr ' ncipal 
wh Ch awe us by their antiquity a certain curiosity 
us to know more of these things than we can gather from th' 
often scanty descriptions given in the catalogues l(" 
m wonder at the gigantic statues of their kings, the marveL! 
workmanship of their sarcophagi, the wonderful decorations 
ot their mummies, and are amazed at the beauty of their 
furniture, jewellery, &c., and at the refinement these display. 
We long to know something of the life and thought, the 
feelings and sentiments, of these highly civilised ancient people. 
To gratify this desire we must turn to their literature, to be 
found written on papyrus. To the majority of us the word 
papyrus” suggests curious strips of old, torn, and discoloured 
linen, apparently, (carefully preserved under glass), covered 
with mystic characters and weird representations of gods and 

demons. 

Many of these specimens are chapters from the book f 
^ le T>ead,” a collection of prayers and hymns foi the use o 
) he sou l in a future state, the knowledge of which ^ 

° give strength to the deceased for the conflicts tirol ° . 

must pass before the attainment of final ISS- ne or 
CVc iybody of any position mummied in M P ^ ym i n 
ntoie of these chapters written on papyrus un r j nc ip a l 
h,s coffin, there are a good many specimens in I 

Museums. numerous other 

besides these religious documents there aic 
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nrecepts, historical poems, &c., many of 

w ritings — tales, treaties Precept 

which are deeply interesting ^ may descri be the nature of 
Perhaps, before going ]jt ’ ratur e is written. Isaiah says 

the material upon whicn ^ > shall wither, be driven 

“ The paper reeds by the i oo seem to have come true, 

away, and be no more. found in Lower Egypt, where 

as very little papyrus . ^ that the Egyptians distin- 

it once flourish® 1 N ile by a bunch of its flowers, 

guished the f d s tbi dSes .he plant as like a -peeled 
upon his hea • g . me of feathers.” It grew to a height 

Jatat s” teen feet, and the stems were about the thickness of 
™ -cane. The papyrus served many uses : the roots served 
for fuel ■ the lower part of the stem was sweet to suck, and was 
often boiled for its juice ; mats and sandals were made from 
the bark ; the lower part of the stalk was used in constructing- 
baskets and even boats ; and the upper part furnished the 
material for “ Papua,” the Egyptian name, from whence probably 
the Latin word papyrus, and, finally, our English word paper, 
have been derived. 

Picture representations of the preparation of the papyrus 
are found in the Egyptian tombs, and especially upon the 
walls of one near the site of Memphis. Strips of the stalk, cut 
into thin slices, are laid carefully out in a row by one man, 
whilst another places strips transversely over his companion’s 
work. After being pressed and mixed with a glutinous 
matter, it is rolled out into a very thin paste, and dried in the 
Ain. Dr. Birch tells us (Wilkinson’s “Ancient Egyptians,” 

\ ol. 2), that the breadth of the papyri varies according to age,, 
the oldest being much narrower than those of more recent date. 
D< fix the exact age of a papyrus is an extremely difficult 
nuttei, as numberless copies must have been made of each work 

1 eiCn , t t ' mes *° r tke van °us private and public libraries 
and " n .? Wn to kave ex i ste< d in Egypt from an early period, 
making r SCr ; Were contin ually occupied in renewing and 

Pap "fs et toTl °Z ma "useripts. The oldest 

periods of its \ le darkest ln colour, but even in the early 
in colour and rn^ 011 M? tUr ? tke ^ ner qualities were lighter 
strips vary j n ^ tCXture than the inferior. The 

Liming a verv dpr^ /'1 and misadventure prevent out 

opinion as to the original length of any > 




*apyri. 


the “ Great Harris Papy rus - in 

long, and specimens have been f G ntish 

r - r ee t n fou nd reart,'" Jturn is in r 

x co teet. reaching to 33 feet 

The oldest known papyri , nele "gth 0 f 

years and owe their preservation to tn ab “M four „ 

and to the fact of their having dry cl >mate 0 ?°r" Sand 

's’lir " «« iX.s h 


commencements of chapters or reL ^ With a re ed pen **!!* i 
were inscribed in red, as i n our ow,!^ T° rthy °f ex tta not 
employed three kinds of writing Th ' %pth 

sacred writing, used almost exclusive! r '“’"'yplw, .. 
monumental compositions an H .0 y or rel igious and 


monumental compositions and records^ f ° r religious ai 

arc distinctly drawn ; 2nd, the Hierati ^ ^ the characte " 

characters are represented in a run*?' whlch thc same 

form and often altered in shape; a „d urd^h^n' red " Cetl 

came into use about 800 B e., in whfei, ,1 S " , Which 

characters can scarcely be recognised and u- u Hlcro § 1 yP llIC 
, c , . y recognised, and which was princmallr 

used for business purposes ; it is used, however, i„ he « d 

mscnptton on the Rosetta stone, and on a few other monumel, 
but these are rare instances. 

The oldest known papyrus dates from the pyramid 
penod, and is called the “ Prisse Papyrus” and, “The Oldest 
book in the W orld.” It was discovered in a tomb of the nth 
1 Jy nasty, by M. Prisse d’Avennes, when making excavations 
m the Necropolis of Thebes, and was presented by him in 
i8 47 to the National Library in Paris. This precious 
manuscript is beautifully written in Hieratic, and shows its 
antiquity by its characters being of a less cursive style than 
those of the later papyri. As its author, Ptahotep, h‘\ed 
to be above 120 years old, it is believed he saw a succes 
sion of Pharaohs, and was himself the eldest son of king 
Tssa, who reigned about 3333 B.C. In his maxims al 
d "'elis upon the advantages of the study of ' (|| d 

'"“Presses his readers, with the necessity o P L “'“ ” t!cu _ 
Whs of virtue rather than those of * J" hast becom e 
y noticeable passage he says. hast amassed 

at after thou hast been lowly, am t | l0(l hast 

' ,C| 10S after poverty, so that because of ^ 
be cotne first in th /' city , and if the P«P le 


thee 
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, .ifh and thou art become a mighty 

account of thy we . up because of thy riches, 

lord, let not is God. Despise not thy neigh- 

for the author of ^ treat him as t hy equal.” 

bour, who is as ’ s ago shows how little human 

Truly this tex ° 4 , j kingdoms and nations have been 

11ature has ^nged, Jhough ^ ^ ^ ^ 

accession"^' wealth and prosperity was often attended by 
a' altered bearing. In a later papyrus ,n the Museum of 
I evden we find the following text : Happy is the man 

who eateth his own bread. Possess what thou hast in the 
joy of thy heart. What thou hast not, obtain it by work. 
It' is profitable for a man to eat his own bread. God grants 
this to whomsoever honours him.” 

The “Maxims of the Scribe Ani,” of the Ramcside period, in 
which he gives advice to his son, might be used by any parent of 
the present day. In commending the duty of filial affection, he 
says : — “ Thou wast put to school, and whilst thou wast taught 
letters each day, thy mother attended to thee after thou hadst 
finished with thy master, bringing thee food and drink from her 
house. Thou art become the master of a household, thou hast 
married and art a man, but never lose sight of the trouble thou 
gavest to thy mother in infancy, nor of the protecting care she 
gave thee, for fear she should raise her hands to God, and He 
should listen to her lamentations.” Again, in speaking of polite- 
ness he says: “Do not be seated when another is standing who 
is older than thou, or thy superior in station.” This papyrus is 
in the Gizeh Museum, and dates back to about 1200 B.C. 

A papyrus in the British Museum called “Anastasi No. I,” 
-\nTt formed P art of the collection of the late M. 

extreme w man ^ > cars Swedish Consul in Egypt, is 
and advent n " g ’ ^ U contains a description of the travels 

'he "reign r . V.’ V a ' 'T. " [ 

discourses upon V arirl° j. perfect, y free from decay. It 
t° the influence of ^ CS ’ some °f which were ascribed 

praying to the gods °Vl S ^,' r ' tS anc * cou ld only be cured by 
animal, and mineral c.iK-l 1U ^ S Were P re P are d from vegetable. 

° f birds m h >ghly recommenced"? "2 aniseed - milk ' and 

d for diseases of the stomach. 


A1 


EGYp TlAk 


pa? Yri 



The file given on the pap yrus 
Ag ainst Illness, and it co mmcnce ' A " Acc„ Unl 
remedies upon some of the li mbs * by » “ Cha pt „ ‘ f Re mediea 
0 f the papyrus a chapter treats upo “t" ’ T »*ard s >^"8 
be taken to prevent its turning L he hair , and thl middl(3 
recipes for the latter being ascribed toTt fall ' ng off - onTT t0 
who is supposed to have reigned * „ he mot hcr of v ° f thc 
The use of drugs was an a„cie M 33 °° 8 Te,a ' 

Old medical papyrus in the British vf aCtlCe in Egypt r n 
said to have been discovered in the a' J *" m “"2 i t “ 
builder of the great pyramid. Homertsaib^u Ch “ ps ' ^ 

as conversant with the medicines of of Tro 

grain grower, y.elds herbs in greatest pflv ' Earth ' >'« 
healing in the cup, and many baneful t 7’ many that are 
leech, skilled beyond all human kind” M ^ Cach man is a 
have been found written on papyrus and th ° f Homer 

contains, amongst others, a splendid f ra ° ’° d eian Librai T 
book of the Iliad, inscribed ir? ar ,v r me , nt ° f SC “" d 
precious document was found by Mr. FlindeVs tel 
a tomb at Hawara, in Lower Egypt, rolled up Md 2 

under the head of a mummied lady. It is about four fee! 
long, and eleven inches wide. 

Amongst the lighter literature we have the favourite tale 
o the “ Two Brothers,” which resembles in many respects 
thc story of Joseph. This papyrus, now in the British 
Museum, is known to have been in thc possession of the grand- 
son of Rameses II., called Sethi II., and was written in the 
ieign of his father, Meneptah I. The young prince’s name 
' s found written upon the last page. “ How Thott took the city 
°f Joppa ” is not unlike the “ Forty Thieves,” although thc 
principal actors in the story are believed to be historic peison- 
<l £ es - Thotmes, the chief character, who was an officer in 
th e army of Thotmes III. (B.C. 1600), finding it impossi e 
°btain possession of the city of J°PP a as a 

Mratagem. He managed to enter 
Prisoner of war, accomi 


JOppd U] * 

g ed to enter the gate, disguised as 

• i K.r cnldiers dressed to represen 
1 pained by sold er 


S es, who carried other soldiers, sealed up 


1 . — i rvaci wui^i 'TRg story cuds 

\ llc h were supposed to contain treasure. . j n t 0 the 

"dr the city and its inhabitants being , . un f or tunately, 

thp Ver 0f thc Kin S of E gyp‘ by thiS rly few details can be 
c Papyrus is very fragmentary, and 
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, I Prince ” is a romantic tale, also 
gathered. The “ Dooniet^ ^ . g wr jtten on the reverse 
of the time of Thotme.s papyrus . But we cannot 

side of a portion of more or Jess interesting, found on 

enumerate here all the s e a nd not unlike our fairy 

papyri; many are very n ’ jn our own old fashion of 

tales ; some of them, > 

-°nce upon a time. found in the most complete form 

. Museum but even that copy does not contain all 

? ters and is of comparatively late date, 666 B.C. It has 

,6c chapters’ of which Lepsius published a facsimile ; and Dr. 
Birch of the British Museum, and M. Pierrot, of the Louvre, 
made’ translations. They are both incomplete works, as there 
are many inaccuracies in the Turin text ; also Dr. Birch made 
his translation before the exact meaning of many of the 
hieroglyphs was ascertained. The Book of the Dead may be 
divided into three periods— that of the pre - 1 8th -dynasty, of 
the Theban, and of the Saito-Greco. M. Naville, an accom- 
plished Egyptian scholar, was extremely anxious a few years 
ago to publish a work embracing these three periods ; the 
labour, however, was found too stupendous, and in 1886 he 
brought out an edition containing the hieroglyphic texts of the 
Theban period only, in three volumes. Even this is a great 
work, containing as it does a careful explanation of the Book 
of the Dead, a description and classification of the manuscripts 
relating to it, the details of each chapter, their hieroglyphic 
texts, and an index of them. M. Naville wrote his work in 
l-rench ; but the Prussian Government having generously under- 
taken to bear the whole of the expenses of publication, it was 
carefully translated into German by M. Ludwig Stern. 

. ?. .^°°k 0p dlc D ca d consists of a number of prayers 

oanied h ° rmu ' ,t: ’ arran ged in chapters on papyrus, accom- 
Chlters'of * T t6S Cither in C0l ° Ur or P lainl y sketched in ink. 
tombs, and on < ° Unc * inscribed upon the walls of 

Its purpose wa -°r ns ’ amu,ets > statues, mummy wrappings, &c. 
give to man a ° insd " uc * s °ul in a future state, and to 
the tomb. Frequentf 1 ^^ ^ Conditions awaiting him after 
figures of Osiris fth ^ f W&S P ^ aced inside hollow wooden 
cls e deposited i n a ° 1M ^ tBe dead ) within the coffin, or 

a plant, near 0r unon rt! U " d round w ith cord or the stalk of 

P " thc mum my. The fitness of the title, the 
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,-Book of the Dead,” has often been . 
with Lepsius, who contended that ■ a 

Ritual,” given to it by Cha mpoll J .****'£ %^ 
incorrect. As no better title ha-,’ k ° ngina l disr. Htlereal 
continue to call it “The Book of rk "t" Su ?gest e H ' Crer ’ Was 

One of the latest additions lo t Dead ’' We 
the British Museum is a magnificent." Egy P tia n tre as „ 
condition, containing about sixty cZT ^’ in almost D ? f ° f 
work. It was found in a Theban t ‘ P L ers of this mvQ ? fect 
..oar-, and arrived in Ttnrri — , . 0rn b within , ' Cn ' 


yea^, and arrived in England in U«Z 

have much cause to be grateful to Mr p TT r ° f l888 - W. 
learned Egyptologist, through whose' allis Budge, th. 
beautiful and, in some of its details ,n ? trumcntal ity thi 


beautiful and, in some of its details mstrumenta lity 
acquired for our national collection ' Un ' qUe pa P>' rus was 
A number of facts lead to the concl • 
script belongs to the fourteenth centurv^T th T at th ' S matn| - 
for a “ Scribe of the Sacred Revenues of’ Written 

Thebes,” whose name was Ani He also h a ^ G ° ds of 

Granaries of the Lords of Abides " at If ^ “ J>K 
the one held by Joseph. No cop^ of the Booktf 2 Dead 
has been found conta.ning all the known chapters ; and, as they 
aie seldom placed in the same order in the different papyri we 
may almost conclude that, when a papyrus was ordered to 
c Ina<de > favourite chapters were selected and arranged 
according to the taste of the customer. 

To understand and appreciate the Book of the Dead, a 
thorough knowledge of the Egyptian philosophical doctrines 
ls required ; and, even with that, many of its meanings are 
veiled in obscurity. Renouf, in his Hibbert lecture, No. 5, 
sa ys, ‘ Nothing can exceed the simplicity and brevity of the 
sentences. And yet the difficulties which a translator has to 
° v crcome are very great.” And again, in the same lecture, he 
f ays ’ I he most accurate knowledge of the Egyptian vocabu 
ar y and grammar will not, however, suffice to pierce tie 
» scurity arising from the mythological allusions. 

is not in translating the text, hot .n ^nderatand-n, 
e meaning which lies beneath as found on 

Papyri 0 ™ th ' S Slight sketch °! ancient race 

Do* ’ we ca nnot help observing t‘ h earliest 

P“««sed a very high sense of morality even at 

f '' 1 1 Period of its history. 

' Ia °, December 13th, 1890. 


